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Overview of Hong Kong UPR Coalit ion 

•  The Hong Kong UPR Coal i t ion represents the col laborative ef forts of  
civ il  society to advance human r ights in Hong Kong through the UPR. 
Founded in 2017, the Coal i t ion comprises over 45 NGOs and is the 
most comprehensive engagement  ever in Hong Kong for the UPR.  

•  Activ i t ies over the last  year include:  
o submission to the Human Rights Counci l ,  1 civ il  society 

workshop, 4 submission draf t ing workshops and extensive 
consultation over several months;  

o submission to Hong Kong government;  
o submission and deputation to the Legislative Counci l ;  
o over 150 meetings w i th var ious stakeholders; and 
o social  media presence, 24 fact  sheets and more.  

 
Consultation process in Hong Kong 

•  The UPR consultation process lacked transparency and accountabi l i ty.  

•  The Hong Kong government had a consultat ion on an ‘outl ine 
document’ . There was insuf f icient information and no feedback.  

•  Government refused to release a draf t of  the Hong Kong section of  the 
national report  for feedback. This was despite mult ip le cal ls f r om civ il  
society and a joint letter f rom 25 Legislative Counci l  members.  

 
Statement summarising human rights concerns in Hong Kong  

•  No recommendations mentioned Hong Kong in the second cycle . 
However, in the third cycle we know i t wi l l  be di f ferent. W e know 
countr ies w i l l  make recommendations and we encourage al l  of  you to do 
so too.  

 
Legislative and insti tutional framework  

•  There is no comprehensive ordinance incorporating al l  human r ights 
treaties . Further, there is no independent statutor y human r ights 
insti tution to investigate and monitor human r ights v iolations.  

•  The Equal Opportunit ies Commission is conf ined to exercising powers 
through anti -discr im ination laws, which are narrowly f ramed. It  rarely 
exercises i ts s tatutory powers  ful ly.  

 
Human r ights defenders  

•  Human r ights defenders are under survei l lance f rom mainland agents , 
harassed, abused and at tacked by pro -China and Chinese Communist 
Party United Front W ork Department sponsored organisations.  

•  Pol i t ical  parties are registered as societies or companies. However, 
some are unable to do so.  Attempts to open bank accounts have been 
denied.  The government recently banned the Hong Kong National Party.  

 
 
 



2 
 

Freedom of expression  

•  Press f reedom has decreased rapidly . Journal ists and other media 
workers, supporters of  democracy and those expressing cr i t ical  v iews, 
have been at tacked and threatened. Self -censorship is common.  

•  Academic f igures have been removed f rom their  posts, had promotions 
blocked, or are facing pressure to be removed.  

•  In 2015, f ive Hong Kong booksel lers were abducted, including Lee Bo  
f rom Hong Kong. Gui Minhai continues to be detained in the mainland.  

•  Just last  week, a journal ist f rom Financial  Times had their  v isa renewal 
rejected. This is an unprecedented inf r ingement on f reedom of  
expression and the press.  
 

Access to information  

•  Obtaining information f rom government is d i ff icul t, with responses 
taking a long t ime, even i f  successful . There is no legislation on access 
to information, only a code.  There is no archiv ing law for  government 
records.  

 
Rule of  law  

•  China’s Standing Committee of  the National  People's Congress 
(NPCSC) has unrestrained power to interpret the Basic Law  – Hong 
Kong’s consti tutional document. However, NPCSC is not  a judicial  body 
or independent.  

•  The interpretation power is an intrusion into judicial  and legislative 
independence. The latest interpreta tion in 2016 was made dur ing a 
Hong Kong court  proceeding before i ts judgment, undermining rule of  
law. 

 
Universal and equal suffrage  

•  The Chief  Executive and al l  members of  the Legislative Counci l  should 
ul t imately be elected by universal suf f rage. However, there has been no 
progress since 2013.  

•  Candidates standing for election in Hong Kong have been screened on 
their  pol i t ical  bel iefs. More than 12 have been disqual i f ied.  

 
Right of peaceful  assembly  

•  Colonial  era laws, which breach international human r ights, such as the 
Publ ic Order Ordinance, are increasingly used to arrest and prosecute 
protestors, restr ict ing assembly r ights.  

•  The decision to prosecute cr im inal of fences is the responsibi l i ty of  an 
appointed of f icial . Stronger sentences for p ro-democracy activ ists  have 
been sought by the Secretary of  Justice, despite contrary adv ice f rom 
the Department of  Justice .  

 
Equal i ty and non-discr imination  

•  The Race Discr imination Ordinance exempts government powers and 
functions.  Racial  m inor i t ies and non-refoulement claimants report 
targeted harassment by pol ice.  

 
Asylum seekers and refugees  

•  The Refugee Convention and i ts protocol does not  apply. Acceptance 
rate for non-refoulment claimants is 0.9%. Claimants  cannot work.  

•  Chi ldren of  asylum seekers born and educated in Hong Kong do not 
have the r ight of  abode.  
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Human traff icking  

•  Despite consistent cal ls f rom civ i l  society and UN Committees, the 
government has refused to introduce comprehensive legislation to 
combat traff icking. Existing legislation on forced labour is insuf f icient.  

 
 
Disabi l i ty r ights  

•  The Mental Health Ordinance restr icts the legal capacity of  persons w ith 
disabi l i t ies, predicated on grounds of  mental  capacity .  

•  The Disabi l i ty Discr im ination Ordinance does not require reasonable 
accommodation for persons w ith disabi l i t ies  in al l  relevant  f ields.  

 
Rights of the chi ld  

•  Hong Kong has recently es tabl ished a Chi ldren’s Commission. However, 
government refused cal ls by civ i l  society and  UN Committees to make i t 
independent or hold investigative powers.  
 

LGBTI r ights  

•  Hong Kong has taken no action to legislate to combat discr im ination 
based on sexual or ientation and gender identi ty.  

•  Transgender persons are required to complete sex-reassignment 
surgery to obtain legal recognit ion of  their  gender identi ty . There is no 
law to protect intersex chi ldren f rom non-consensual genital  surger ies.  

 
Women’s r ights  

•  Cr im inal law regarding  v iolence against  women is outdated,  using a 
def ini t ion of  rape only  cover ing peni le penetration, excluding genitals 
reconstructed af ter sex reassignment surgery .  

•  There are insuf f icient pol icy and administrative measures supporting  
v ictims of  sexual v iolence, w ithin and between cou rts, hospital  faci l i t ies 
and pol ice.  

 
Migrant worker r ights  

•  380,000 workers under the Foreign Domestic W orker and 
Supplementary Labour Schemes are not considered ordinar i l y resident  
in Hong Kong. Migrant domestic workers are exc luded f rom minimum 
wage protections.  

 
Social  secur i ty and adequate standard of  l iv ing  

•  Elder ly poverty rates are more than double the overal l  poverty rate,  w ith 
an increasingly ageing population.  Social  secur i ty safety nets are 
insuf f icient. The government has reserves of  over US$ 140 bi l l ion and 
recently had a budget surplus of  over US$17 bi l l ion. 

 
Right to health  

•  Health pol icies focus narrowly on the healthcare system  without a ci ty-
w ide strategy addressing structural  barr iers , excluding health impact 
assessments in pol icymaking.  

 
Environmental r ights  

• Air qual i ty has never met WHO Air  Qual i ty Guidel ines (W HOAQGs). In 
2016, there were 5 premature deaths per day because of  air  pol lution.  


